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TOM TAT

Ngd Thi Nham (1746 — 1903) la mét tac gia lén cua nén van hoc trung dai Viét Nam. Cugc
doi cuiia 6ng c6 nhiéu bién dong vé ca con dwong hoan 16 lan e twong. Qua nhiing chéng
duwong tir twong ta thdy duwoc rang, éng da chiu anh hwong sdu dam nhitng tw tiwong Phat
gi&o ma cu thé ¢ ddy la e twong cua thien Phai Trac Lam Yén T

Ngd Thi Nhdm song trong giai doan Nho gido dang bi lung lay tdn géc ré, niém tin ¢ nén
Nho hoc khéng con. Ong da tim dén tw twong Phdt gi&o vira dé giai quyét mau thuan cua
ban than vira dé tim con dwong sang gitip d& nhdn ddn c6 dwoc cugc song an binh. Ban
than éng da tham nhudn t twong Phdt gido, va chinh tw tweng Phdt gido da gitip ong khai
phong khéi nhiing rang bugc loi danh chire furde dé dan than phuc ve nhan dan.

Tir khoa: Khai phong, Ngd Thi Nhdm, Phdt gido, Thien tong

Ngb Thi Nham la mot ngudi ¢ nhitng dong gop to 16n cho dan toc trén nhiéu linh vuc
nhu vin hoa, triét hoc,vin hoc, gi4o duc, quan s, chinh tri, ngoai giao... Chi xét riéng vé vin
hoc, ng da dé lai mot khdi lugng tac pham d6 s6 vai nhiéu thé loai khac nhau. Ngd Thi Nham
séng trong mot giai doan day bién dong, rdi ren cua lich st dan toc Viét Nam - mot giai doan
noi chién tranh gianh quyén lyc, huynh dé twong tan, ndi da x4o thit xay ra lién tuc. Y thic hé tu
tuong Nho giao khéng con dam duwong dugc vai tro trong viéc xay dung trat tu xa hoi. Trudc
canh cuong thuong luan Iy bi dao 16n, da s6 nhitng tri thirc dwong thoi c6 ngudi an cu dé giir
gin thanh tiét, c6 ngudi chiu ludn cai dé dugc vinh than. So véi nhiing tri thirc cling thoi, Ngo
Thi Nham c6 nhitng budc tién vuot bac vé tu tudong. Ong khong di vao 16i cut tu twdng, bi quan
an dat ma da tim dén v6i Pao Phat dé giai quyét nhitng van dé thoi dai.

Ngb Thi Nham anh hudng tu tuéng dao Phat tir nho nhung ban dau chua la dé tir Phat
gia. Bén lic bé tic trong tu tedng Nho gia, 6ng mai that sw nghién ctu Phat gido. Ong da tim
dén Phat gio, ma cu thé ¢ day 1a Thién phai Trac Lam Yén Tir d& mong mudn kién tao mot
Kién triic thuong tang 4p dung vao doi sdng, xay dung cudc séng binh 6n cho nhan dan. Ong lap
Thién vién Trdc Lam & phuong Bich Cau dé nghién cau Phat hoc. Ong cling cac ban dong tu
nhu Phan Huy fch, Ngé Thi Hoang, Vii Trinh, Nguyén Dang S¢, Nguyén Pam viét nén cuén
Trdc Lam téng chi nguyén thanh mang nhiéu gié tri Phat hoc, dam khong khi Thién tong. Ngo
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Thi Nham dwoc xem 14 vi té thir tu cia Thién phai Trdc Lam Yén Tu, c6 phép danh 1a Hai
Luong thién su.

Nhin lai tu tuong trong tho van cia Ngd Thi Nham, ta thiy 6ng da tham nhuan tu tuong
Thién tdng mot cach rd nét. O bai viét nay, chang toi chi nhin nhan dudi hai goc do 1a tinh than
pha chap va tinh than thoat khoi rang bugc loi danh, 12 van dé giai thoat luan cia Phat gido dé
thiy duoc anh huong cua Phat gido ddi voi con ngudi va sang tac cua ong.

1. Tinh than pha chip

Pha chap la mot tu twong quan trong cua Phat gido duoc dit nén mong & triét Iy Tanh
Khéng. Btrc Phat tirng ndi rang trong sudt 45 nam thuyét phap, Ngai khdng hé noéi diéu gi. Muc
dich nham tac dong dén sy ty tu ching, pha bo nhiing ¢ chap ma dat dén giac ngd giai thoat.

Theo Tur dién Phdt hoc Han Viét thi “phé chap” co nghia 1a: “pha bo mé chap, ta kién,
cho 1a c6 céi thuc ngd, thyc phap. Dung tri tué va bién tai ma giang giai cho nguoi ta biét tin
1Am céi than ta 1a c6 that, cac phép 1a cd that. Pha y kién thién Iéch caa nha hoc dao, khién y chi
ho tré' nén dung thong, thau nhap gido 1y trung dao” [9, tr.947]. Ciing c6 nghia 1a pha bo ¢b chap
nhi kién d6i dai, vuot ra ngodi cac cap pham tru khai niém cé - khdng, sinh - diét, niét ban - dia
nguc... Kinh Kim Cang, kinh Bat Nha, kinh Hoa Nghiém... 1a nhitng bo kinh Phat giao Dai thura
mang tinh phé chap triét &, huéng ngudi tu dat dén ctra Khéng, giai thoat tich tinh.

Thién téng chu treong nham thing dén tam (truc chi chan tdm) dé thay rd ban tanh chan
nhu ma thanh Phat (kién tanh thanh Phat). Muén truc chi chan tdm thi can phai dep bo tit ca
nhitng vudng mac tir bén ngoai. Cai nhin (kién) cua con ngudi 1a cai nhin cua tu duy phan biét,
logic, so sanh nén c6 cai Sic va Khong; c¢6 ngin - dai; cao - thap; day - mong; den - tring... mot
ngudi tu Thién dat dén canh pha bo di hét nhitng so sanh nhi nguyén ddi dai 4y méi mong cé
thé t6 ngd duoc chan tdm. Hai Luong Ngbé Thi Nham nghién ctu Phat hoc da thim nhuan tu
tuéng nén ong di dén pha chip cho chinh ban than 6ng va cac ban bé, hau hoc.

Trong bai Twong Son tir ky thang Hai Luong, Ngd Thi Nham da khang dinh ¢t tiy cta
dao Phat 1a pha di cai nhin Sic va Khéng:

“Thién qua “sic”, “khong” van nhiéu tu”
(Pao Thién Sic 1a Khong nhur may von quanh ndi) [8, tap 2, tr.422]

Sic va Khong la hai pham trii ddi 1ap nhau nhung ban thé that tinh thi khdng khéc. Su
luan chuyén, bién thé vé mat hién twong nhu khoéi, nhu may, nhu nuée, nhu mua nhung that tinh
w6t ludn ludn c6. Néu nhin vao mat hién tugng thi ta cho 1a C6, con khi ¢ chap vao gido phéap
thi lai cho 1a Khang. That ra nhin thay c6 Sac va c6 Khong van la cai thdy con chap, van chua
thiu dat gi4o ly Phat gido. Vuot ra khéi nhi nguyén C6 - Khéng, khéng bam vao b bén nay hay
bd bén kia moi that sy 1a tinh pha chap caa Phat gido. Trong Tric 1am téng chi nguyén thanh,
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Hai Lugng Ngd Thi Nham di trich dan rat nhiéu cau trong kinh Kim Cang - 1a b kinh Dai thira
pha chap sau sic - dé thé hién tinh phéa chap cua minh.

Ong da dan lai cu ké trong kinh Kim Cang:
“Di 4m thanh cau nga
Di sdc tudng cau nga
Thi nhan hinh ta dao
Bt ning kién Nhu Lai”
(Néu nguoi nao tim ta qua am thanh
Nhin ta qua sic tuéng
Thi nguoi do theo ta dao
Khéng thiy duoc Nhu Lai).

Puc Phat day trong Kinh Kim Cang rang: “S¢ ngon nhat thiét phép gia tic phi nhat thiét
phap, thi cb danh nhat thiét phap” (NGi tat ca phap, tirc khdng phai tit ca phap, cho nén goi Ia tit
ca phap). Tir &6 Hai Luong Ngd Thi Nham da tra loi cAu hoi: “Ly khong noi theo hét duoc, Duc
khéng cat dut hét duoc hay sao?” nhu sau: “Khong cat thi dut, cat dut thi lai khong dat”; “nuéc
xem la nudc, thi d6 khong phai la nudc that”; “Iora xem la hra that thi do chinh 1a lira gia”[8, tap
3, tr.152]. Ciing trén co so 4y, Ngd Thi Nham di dén quan niém tét xau va pha v& di quan niém
thuong tinh thé gian vé tét va xau:

“Moi vat déu tét ca. Vat gi ta thich thi tét, ta khong thich thi khong tét. Cho nén c6 céi
tot ma khong tdt, c6 cai khong tot ma tot” [8, tap 3, tr.152].

Nhu vay, ong da chi rd ra sy vudong ban caa Ngé va Phap ma sinh ra sy so sdnh, mé mo,
khong liéu dat Phat dao duoc.

Cai nhin bi vé minh che 1ap nén khong thay r6 chan nhu, that tuéng. Cac phap thay doi
ma cho rang ton tai vinh hing. Pay 1a cai nhin sai 1am vé céc phap. Hai Luong Ngd Thi Nham
da chi ra hai van dé Sic va Khong I nhi bién can dep bo:

“Thay bén nhin chim ma nhan ra hoa long, doc ké rang:
Diéu than phi diéu

Hoa hén phi hoa

Hanh chi nhiéu tha

Nga nai ngd ha

Nghia la:

Than chim chang phai chim
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Hon hoa chiang phai hoa

Ping di 13 bai né

Ta nao c6 lam gi dugc dau.

Nha su bén hitu chap tay niém:

Thi sac phi sac

Thi khéng phi khéng

Nghia la:

Sic chang phai sic

Khoéng ching phai khong”. [8, tap 3, tr.146]

Trong Trac 1&m tdng chi nguyén thanh, Hai Luong Ngb Thi nham da chi ra cac cap
pham tr0 caa Nho gido va so sanh vai Phat giao dé cudi cung di dén viéc pha bo quan niém
khen ché cua céc tang 16p tri thic thoi bay gio. Cac cap pham trd: chinh tdm - minh tdm; thanh
tinh - kién tinh; vi nhan - vi ky; tich - huyén; diét - khai... dugc ly giai mot cach sau sic bang
nhan quan pha bo nhi nguyén.

Vin dé sinh - diét dugc 6ng chi thang trén tinh than pha chap khi dugc hoi:
“Phat néi bat sinh, sao lai c6 sinh; Phat noi bét diét sao lai c¢é diét?
Su dap rang:
C6 sinh 1a bt sinh, c6 diét 1a bat diét”. [8, tap 3, tr.156]

V& mit hién tugng, rd rang van vt c6 sinh, c6 diét nhung thuc chat van vat vén khong
sinh khéng diét, ching chi bién chuyén tir hinh thirc nay sang hinh thiec khac. Vi nhan thic
thong thudng, quan sat truc quan kho nhin ra dugc sy chuyén bién dy. Khi noi bét sinh bat diét
1a n6i vé chan tudng, ban thé cia moi su vat, hién tugng; con néi vé co sinh cé diét 1a ndi vé
hinh tuéng cua van Vat.

Y thac va su vat ludn bién chuyén khong ngirng nén néu nhan thirc mot cach ¢ chap va
bi vong tudng thi d& bi méic sai 1am. Chip thuong va chap doan, chip cd va chap khong déu la
phién dién dé dan dén sai lam. Cai thdy thuong bi vo minh che lap, khéng rd ban tanh chan nhu
lai thém vong tudng dién dao sai 1am nén nhin moi thir hién tugng ctr tuong 1a that: “Thay lon
d6i bun, ché ma mot xe thi nha ngudi cho d6 12 ma that, lon that hay sao? Mét vén sang ma hoa,
tai von to ma 0, mat hoa thi khéng cé bong, tai U thi khéng cé vang. Bong vang la hinh khi bén
ngoai, tai mat 1a hinh khi & bén trong™. [8, tap 3, tr.166]

Pha bo chudng ngai véi cai Kién phan biét, Ngd Thi Nham thiu dat tinh than pha chap
ciia To Lam Té véi cau noi noi tiéng “gap Phdt giét Phat gap ma giér ma”. Ong da thay dugc
tinh binh dang ciia Phat gi4o, vo phan biét cua Thién tong: “vi vay cho nén giét cha me, giét su
sii, d6 1a cai nghia binh dang thir nhat cua Phat gia”[8, tap 3, tr.170].
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Thoi Tran, ngudi dat nén mong cho thién phéai Tric Lam l1a ngai Tu¢ Trung Thuong si
da triét ngd tinh than pha chap cua Thién tbng Phat gido. Ngai da khang dinh rang:

Mi mao tiém hoanh ty khong thiy
Phat dit ching sanh d6 nhét dién
(Ciing nét may ngang dudng miii doc
Phat véi chung sanh mat gidng nhau)

Cung mot bo mat tac la cung chung Ban-lai-dién-muc, la chan tdm cha khéng phai la
hinh sic bén ngoai. Hai Luong Ngo Thi Nham d khang dinh bang cach dan lai kinh Diéu Phap
Lién Hoa:

“Kinh Lién Hoa noi rang: “Ta xem hét thay déu binh ding, khdng c6 l1ong yéu ghét nay
no. Ta khong tham cai gi, cling khong c6 cai gi han dinh va tro ngai ta dugc’. ”[8, tap 3, tr.174]

Véi kién thirc uyén tham, thau rd bang sy dich than trai nghiém, Hai Luong Ngo Thi
Nhiam di dung hinh thic cong an va phwong phap pha chap dé thiic bach nguoi hoc tu than
chiém nghiém, suy nghi va linh hoi. Dat trén nén tang tanh Khong, tinh than pha chap cia Phat
gido dua con ngudi roi khoi tu duy 1y tinh, dep bo cai thiy phan biét dé nhan dién ddi twong mot
céch chinh xac nhu n6 dang la. Tinh than phé& chip ¢ vi tri quan trong trong gi4o ly nha Phat.
Hai Luong Ngo Thi Nham thau triét tinh than nay nén da phéa bo duoc nhitng kién chap vé Nga
va Phép, khong con vudng ban vé ngoai canh,

2. Tinh than thoat khéi rang bugc lei danh

Tu Diéu Dé 1a bai phap dau tién ma Duc Phat thuyét giang sau khi ngai chitng qua giac
ngo giai thoat. Vi cai nhin vé cude doi gom cd Khé - Tap - Diét - Pao, dic Phat da chi 18 su
kho & doi, nguyén nhan cua kho, con duong diét kho va ching dat Niét-ban giai thoat cho
ching sanh. S¢ di chiing sanh dau kho 1a do vé minh che Iap, khdng thau rd sy chuyén bién vo
thuong hop tan, sanh diét. Vi khéng nhan chan duoc su chi phéi cua vo thudng nén bi rang budc
trong viéc dwgc - mat, hon - thua. Dé cham dut dau kho phai giai thoat nhirng rang budc Ay,
cling c6 nghia la lia sy bam viu vao cac phap, thoat khoi cac duc cua ban théan.

Céc phap chuyén bién vo thuong ma ching sanh lai dam mé khong chiu buéng bé nén
khi phéap khéng ton tai thi kho dau sinh khéi. Sy dam mé, tham dam - tirc 1a Dyc 1a nguyén nhan
giy dau kho cho ching sanh.

Duc 1a tham muén, thuc vé& Tham trong tam doc gom tham - san- si. C6 rat nhiéu loai
duc, nhung nha Phat chia ra 5 tht duc goi 1a Ngii duc gdm: Tai duc (ham mudn tién tai); Sic
duc (ham muédn sic dep); Danh duc (ham muén danh lgi); Thuc duc (ham muén in ngon, an
nhiéu); Thuy duc (ham mudn ngu nghi). Con ngudi chim ddm vao trong cac duc ma khong nhan
ra duoc n6 1a mam méng kho dau.
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Giai thodt 1a ty do khi bubng xa, xa roi, khong bdm viu vao trong nhitng thir duc nay.
Nhin nhan cudc doi day bién 4o, ban than trai qua sy hung thinh rdi suy vong cia céc tap doan
phong kién, su bon chen, nghi ki, tranh gianh quyén luc dia vi trong chén quan trudong, Hai
Luong Ngd Thi Nham nhan thay sy rang budc caa loi danh khién khong chi ban than dau kho
ma con gay dau kho cho nhén dan.

Trong bai phi Thién quan thai nhién, Hai Luong Ngbé Thi Nham da thé hién quan niém
ctia minh vé viéc hanh va tang nhu sau:

“Vo y, tat, cd, nga;

Tri cuong, nhu, bién, thong.

Dung tic hanh, xa tic tang, xuét, xtr ngir, mic, giai thdng hd thoi nghia

Ngbn chi tin, hanh chi qua, tu, sinh, kinh, cy, bat nhap hd hung trung”

(Khong tu loi, chép né, vi ky

Biét ceng mém, hiéu 18 bién, thong.

Doi ding thi 1am, doi bo thi vé an, ra hay an, néi hay im, déu bai hiéu théng
thoi van;

Loi néi thi git tin, viéc 1am thi quyét xong, sdng véi chét, lo véi so, chit khong
vudng ban trong long.) [8, tap 2, tr.21]

Ngb Thi Nham da tiép thu va hanh xir quan niém hanh tang nhu Tué Trung thuong s -
mét vi quan dau tridu hiéu tham sau triét ly Phat gido, séng khong cau né hinh thtc, vuéng ban
cua bui tran.

Trong bai Phdng cuong ngam, Tué Trung thuong si viét:
“Dung tic hanh hé xa tic tang” [10, tr.559]

Véi quan niém hanh tang 4y, ta thay Hai Luong Ngd Thi Nham khong co chat “vudng
ban trong long” vai danh loi, khdng phai 1am viéc vi danh, vi ban than ma lam vi tam long trong
tring gidp dan. Trong bai Trwong doan ci ngdm dng xem tdm ctia minh nhu nudc ling trong:

“Tam thity ban trung hao bong lai
Hanh ngb td vi sang ngd hoai”
(Bau tam trong tring, nudc trong soi
Phan sy lo tron, long thanh thoi) [8, tap 2, tr.339]
Khi bude di trén con duong chire tugc Ngd Thi Nham nhan ra:
“Danh lgi Gy d6 da nao nhiét”

(Con duong danh lgi hiém nghéo phan nhiéu nao nhiét) [8, tap 2, tr.532]
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Con duong ay nao nhiét boi sy tranh gianh, ganh dua day nguy hiém. Ngam nhin sy thé
noi tréi, tw ¢6 chi kim biét bao bac danh hao ciing bi vong danh lgi nhan chim. Ong viét:

“Phu thé dai d6 bi hu cuc

Cao nhan da tai lgi danh truong

Tri chung tri chi tw vo ciiu

Ning tinh nang an ty bat mang”

(C8i phu thé hau hét 1a cugc budn vui

Bac cao nhan phan nhiéu & truong danh loi

Biét vira du thi khong tai hoa

Hay tinh hay yén minh chang hoang mang) [8, tap 2, tr.303].

L6i mon danh lgi ngudi ngudi van ¢t bude di, con nguoi khdng thoat khoi duoc dam
mé vat chat. Chinh vi thé, dng h6 then khi ban than minh dang luan quéan trong vong lgi danh
ay:

“Kha tu man phtic d minh thé

Ha tu cao chi nht tiéu cam”

(Then long ta ddy nhimg hu danh véi doi

Sao bang con chim nho nhé trén canh cao kia) [8, tap 2, tr.209]

C6 ltc Ngd Thi Nham nghi rang con chim nho tu do tu tai bay lwon con ban than 6ng
thi lai giam gitt minh trong hu danh cua cudc doi. Ké kiém tim loi danh nhu ngudi mo tring
dudi day hd, tring khong co lai vo tinh khién dong nudc van duc lic nao khong hay. Kiém tim
loi danh s& 1am cho tdm hon do duc. Tham san cua Kiép truéc van chua rii sach thé ma lai con
nhoc nhan tim kiém loi danh:

“Vi liéu tham san tién qua chudng

Khéng lao danh lgi thir sinh tAm”

(Chua rii xong nghiép chudng tham san kiép trudc,

Lai ludng nhitng nhoc 1ong danh loi kiép nay) [8, tap 2, tr.305]

Trong bai pha Tiéu dao du, Ngdé Thi Nham khi ding ngam nhiing chiéc buém xudi
nguoc trén sdng thi dng cho riang dé ching khac nao su nhoc nhin dua chen trong vong danh
loi. C6 chiéc cha danh, c6 chiéc cho lgi cir xudi ngugc nhur kiép ngudi bon ba:

“Luu hoi hoan hé sinh lac chau

Pham kh lai hé danh loi thi”
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(Dong chay vong quanh chir, bai ndi bai chim
Céanh budm nguoc xudi chir, chg danh cho loi) [8, tap 2, tr.55]

Dé rdi 6ng nhan thay tim long khong vi ky, khong nhiém tap chinh 1a diéu 6ng can c6
va phai c6. Ngb Thi Nham dtng trong danh lgi ma khéng bi n6 lam nho nhép nhu hoa sen moc
giira bun ma khong bi bun 1am 6 nhiém. Trong bai Thuong lién dinh phii, dng khen ngoi hoa sen
cling 14 cai dé 6ng thoat khoi 6 troc cua danh loi:

“Sinh v né nhi bat nhiém hé, lang ngoc hd nhi vy di
Tu “viét nhuoc” chi ky vién hé, thily “phung nhat” nhi thoét ty”
(Sinh trong bun ma chang nhudm bun chtr, c6 khéc chi trong bau nguc?

Tir Nghiéu Thuin da khuit xa chr, ai b6 ngai vang nhu quing doi dép rach?)
[8, tap 2, tr.91]

Thai tir Siddhartha bo hét cung vang dién ngoc, bac Nghiéu Thuin hay duc Tran Nhan
Tong bo hét giang son con dwoc hudng chi ban than 6ng. Trong chén danh loi 4y 1am thé nao
phuc vu nhan dan ma khdng bi loi danh chi phéi, lam nho tim long. Ngd Thi Nham theo loi
Phat day, nhin lai ban tam cua minh. Lam viéc vi tu loi ich ky thi Ia tiéu nhan, can phai dem tam
Iong vi tha ma phuc vu nhan déan. Trong bai Vi chi phd, dng viét:

“Vi chi tai tm

Tri thu tai chi

Tiéu nhan vi nhan

Quan tur vi ky”

(Lam va di la do ¢ tdm

Ma su gitr gin la do & chi

K¢ tiéu nhan thi vi nguoi

Bac quén tur thi vi ky [8, tap 2, tr.108]

O day, Ngb Thi Nham quan niém vi ky la noi theo thanh hién, tam dic va thuc hanh; vi
nhan 1a dung bt nghién dé thém chat liéu cho sy cudi dua, lam nhiing bai vin bia, nhiing bai
minh khic vao vac dé ninh hot virong hau. Nhu vy, ngudi quan tir vi ky tic 1a 1am viéc dem lai
loi lac cho nhan dan con ké tiéu nhan vi nhan thi 1am viéc chi dé dem lai loi dudng cho ban than
minh.

Mét moi & chdn quan truong, ganh dua lgi danh khd nhoc thi hdy quay vé tu tam dé tim
thiy diéu minh can la niém vui an tinh. Phai ri sach 1ong trin dé khdng con ban long hon thua
thiét thoi. Trong bai Lam tri phi 6ng khuyén rang:

“Nhan sy bat thing da
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Ha thich thich vat ngoai

Tha duong duong di ba sa”

(Bé bon viéc nguoi doi

Sao lo ling hoai cau ngoai vat

H&y nhon nho tim thd thanh thoi)[8, tap 2, tr.45]

N6i nhu Ngo Thi Nham la can phai lam cho ¢i 1ong ta nhe nhang, khéng 6m ning dai
giap lgi danh:

“Ta ngd hoai chi du du

Tuyét tran anh chi uat uat”

(Khién 1ong ta rii nhe lang

Dau bui tran duong got sach) [8, tap 2, tr.11]

Can hoc theo dao tir bi ciia Tam t6 - la nhitng tim guong sdng mot doi, dem lai loi ich
cho quan chiing nhan dén, khong tham dam trong ngdi vuong dé vi dé:

“Ménh ngd an hé, tam ngd lac”
(Ménh ta yén 6n chur, ta vui trong 10ng) [8, tap 2, tr.34]

Ong cho ring khi 1am viéc thi can 1am tron ven, thuan theo 18 troi, khong nghiéng nga
theo sy ninh hét hay uy quyén ap luc. Khi khong bi rang budc thi c6 chic c6 quyén hay khéng
van giir tim 1ong vi dan vi nudc. Cudi cing khang dinh rang:

“Thi di quan tt,

T& nguyét quang phong,
Phong lai hé dwong liéu
Nguyét chiéu hé ngo dong
Tuy x& nhi lac

U tdm ha dung”

(Cho nén nguoi quan tu
Gi6 mat vai trang trong
Gi6 thoi chir chom dwong liéu
Trang soi chir cdy ngd dong
Tim vui tuy canh

Chang chat ban 1ong) [8, tap 2, tr.45]
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Ng6 Thi Nham vuot 1én trén nhirng hu danh, khong chit ban long trudc loi 16¢ chic
tude. Pugc mat, thanh bai, hon thua ciing nhu may bay gi6 thoi, chi con tam hon ma 6ng nhan
dién ra né rong ménh moéng nhu khong gian, sang té nhu trang ram, thanh thoi nhu may lugn
giita troi. Didu nay dugc 6ng khiang dinh trong bai Tiéu dao phu:

“Thj phi thanh bai hé, nguyét ha tam

Pic tang doanh khuy hé, van vo y...

...Thién dia trung hé ngd minh ménh

Vii tru ndi hé ngd linh dai”

(Phai tréi bai thanh chur traing c6 mang chi

Puogc mét day voi chir may hay gi nhi...

...Ménh séng cua ta chir, & trong troi dét

Long son cua ta chtr, khip trong khong gian) [8, tap 2, tr.54]

Véi nhitng quan diém trén cho ta thiy Hai Luong Ngd Thi Nham khong hé vuéng ban &
chén quan truong, dua chen loi dudng cong danh. Ong dbc tam, déc hee cdng hién cho cac triéu
dai khong phai vi tham ddm trong chte tude bong 16c, vinh than phi da ma vi canh d6i kho 1am
than ciia quan chdng nhan dan.

Hai Luong Ngd Thi Nham dé cao tinh than phé& chap va thoét khoi rang budc loi danh
cho ta thay rang khi 6ng quyét dinh theo Tdy Son, pho Quang Trung danh giic gitr nudc 1a vi
tam long trinh son dem loi binh cho nhan dan chir khdng phai vi “nga theo chiéu gié” ma mot sb
nha nghién ctru nhan dinh. Ong vuot qua nhiing tai tiéng vé& quan niém trung Quan cua thoi dai,
pha chap quan niém khong tho hai cha caa mot nguoi hoc Nho bi bo budc.

Thoat khoi nhitng rang budc cua loi danh, pha bo céi vong tham duc vé chac quyén loi
dudng, Ngd Thi Nham da that su séng theo tinh than Phat giéo. Tir viéc pha chap vé cac khéi
niém trong tu twong dén viéc ban than dut bo tham dim, ta thdy Ngd Thi Nham di theo con
duong caa Tam T6 Tric Lam, tiép thu tinh than cua Thién phéai Trdc Lam Yén T, giai thoét vé
mit tu tuong hudng dén viec xay dung xa hoi. Hai Lugng Ngd Thi Nham 1a mot thién su nhap
thé tich cuc. Ong duya trén nén tang pha chap dé nhap thé cau gilp nhan dan ra khoi kho ach,
kién tao lai mot trat tu x8 hoi ma cac vi T6 di 1am & thoi Tran. Ngd Thi Nham 13 hinh anh “Cu
tran lac dao” ciia Tué Trung thuong si, Tran Nhan Tong, Phép Loa, Huyén Quang. ..
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ABSTRACT

Ngo Thi Nham is a prominent author of medieval Vietnamese literature who experienced a
volatile life in both his mandarin’s career and ideology. Through various stages of
ideological shifts, he showed to be profoundly influenced by Buddhism , specifically by
Truc Lam Yen Tu (Bamboo Grove), a native Vietnamese school of Buddhism.

In his lifetime, Ngo Thi Nham witnessed Confucianism shaken to its roots; beliefs in
Confucianism were progressively waning. He turned to Buddhist ideologies to resolve his
ideological conflicts, as well as to find out his own path of light to help others live in a
peaceful life. He had an in-depth understanding of Buddhism, and it was Buddhist ideas
that liberalised him from desires for prestige or social status, thus committing himself to
serving people.
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